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November 13th, 1938,

Robert L. Jackson, Hsdg.
United States Attorneys Office
Washington, D.C.

My dear Hr. Jackson:?

Undoubtedly, you share my long-growing con-
viction that the American Bar Association is an unrepresen-
tative and altogether inadecuate National spokesman of the
American Bar., The performance of its recent annual conven-
tions has served to crystallize and to confirm this same
conviction in the minds of the vast majority of American Law-
yers, not to mention the public at large who look to the Bar

for some measure of leadership and example in oublic affairs,

At the recent Boston convention, more than
ever before, the American Bar Agsoclation manifested a sgtub-
born partisanship to die~hard reaction, a uniform opvosition
and even hostility to every resolution and guggestion of a
forward-looking and progressive character, from whatever
gource proposged. Editorial comment on its proceedings,
even in the conservative press was almost always adversely
critical,

The obvious and urgent need ig for a national
asgoclation of American lawyers which shell be a truly pro-
gressive force in the life of the nation. It must lead in
regponding to the overwhelming national sentiment, attested
by the late election, for the making of the Constitution snd
the law important instruments in effectuating the popular will
rather than the means of nullifying it and of paralyzing govern-
ment to deal with urgent public questions in the public interest.

In the course of a recent address %o gome Ffour
hundred lawyers here in New York, I had occasion %o advance these
very suggestions and specifically to propose the formation of an
American Lawyers (uild of the character described.

The response was sgo widespread and enthusiastic,
that I was invited to elaborate my proposal at a meeting of the
Lawyers “ecurity League held in the City Bar Asgociation agsenbly
room in Hew York some two weeks ago. Again some three hundred
lawyers were unanimously of the opinion that there existe a [bxide s
fessional and public need for such an organization and that the

time is ripe to launch ite




LAWRENCE S. GREENBAUM
' EDWARD S.GREENBAUM
HERBERT A.WOLFF
“"MORRIS L, ERNST"
L UONAS UL SHAPIRO
WALLACE D, JENNINGS
SAMUEL J. SCHUR
ALEXANDER LINDEY

L

SS3I3UOT) 3O ATeaqr] ‘uolsiAl( 3dLdsnuEey 3y) jo suonI[O;) 3y} woay paonpoxds

GREENBAUM,WOLFF 5 ERNST

285 MADISON AVENUE ' ARTHUR S.TOMPKINS -

S JEROME N. FRANK
NEW YORK : NEWMAN LEVY
) COUNSEL

TELEFPHONE CALEDONIA 5~I582

Hovember 1.3th, 19%8.

Robert M. Jackson, Esq. o

In this letter I have not developed my proposal
beyond vaguest contours because I think it had better be en-
larged in an informal éxchange of ideas with you and the several
other lawyers to whom I am writing.

For this purpose, will you join me st dinner ot
the City Olub, 55 West 44th Street, ¥ew York Oity, on Tuesday
evening, December lst, at 7 P. . Please let me know
whether I may count on your attendance and proceed with the
necessary reservations.

il
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. That organization admits by invitation snd s -ects its members
o for outstanding work or capacity, TIf your propoged organizstion
. took on gomething of tﬁia‘ﬁsgacﬁ~it‘waﬁla‘a#éidﬂduplieating the
o - Amerlcan Bar Assoclation as &imply;anﬁtharj&sgagiaﬁian¢ Ir

. we established some qualification for itavmembarship we might

. net aseagaﬂiﬁmhgwbaaoming'a]@ﬁngérvativevqtgaﬁiﬁatianu It 1g
7. my view that the Bar wili'al%aya;&a:Qantribaﬁing,onltha con=

. servative gide to the balance of gocial forcen and that thig

18 inherent in the u&turakof,th@'grcfé@siana"Bﬁﬁ‘éh&% does

- Association vas at Boston,

Yovember 18, 1336

o ar. Horrds L. Rrnet
©. R85 Medison Avenue

~ Hew York City

. Dear Horriss

I share your fesling about the American Bap

vf\ ﬁsﬁaaiatian, although we must not under-gstimate 4he prestige

ol sn Assdclation that hug & long tradition, that hap & name

© which fuplics a0 mgh. toc hes a fairly dependable income

of between $200,000 and gﬁmﬂgaﬁﬂ,‘ﬁefinita'haaﬁquarta?a and
~established publication and a functioning organization, It

18 a going concern,

¥hile the changes made this yoar in 1ts organie

fl;LjﬁgtiQn may improve 1t some I da,aét_laa% far great results,

Such an organization aadyéﬁ‘sﬁggaat'wéulﬁ net

. ;ff:oély bave value in itself but might help to consolidate 3
. pentiment that would be aff&ativa‘in,iﬁfluancing‘tha dmerican

Bar Association through the cholce of officers op otherwise,

ﬁbaut‘thfeé yekrfjégé i:gava &‘ggéﬁ deal of

l‘~;~f';;’.cztmsf:‘i.czisaz*m;:i:m to the same genersl topic, 1t wae my feeling
- that while we ﬁava'aa‘imm&nﬁé]an&fu&gaiﬁlysqrgaaizatiqn in
- the American Bar‘AaaQﬂiatidn‘wazhavé naﬁhiﬁnghiah.eorrasp@nds

eons for exemple,

not sgcuse us fop being so éamaed‘uniﬁtalligent a8 the




; I shall'c@rt&iﬂlyjt#y to get to your dinner, I
~ om doubbful whether I can make it, but I am completely in
- ayupathy with the purpose. o ~

S Yhen you are camiﬁg‘ta,waahingtan:lat me know
o0 and have luneh with me so we can spend a little time cussing
o - the game people, S

Beat regards snd good wishes,
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Singerely,
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